EDGAR ALLAN POE.
At the same time —as I may, after further reflection, be induced to sue, I would take it as an act of kindness
__not to say justice — on your part, if you would see
the gentleman of whom you spoke, and ascertain with accuracy all that may legally avail me; that is to say, what and when were the words used, and whether your friend would he willing for your sake, for my sake, and for the sake of truth, to give evidence if called upon. "Will you do this for me ?
So far for the matter inasmuch as it concerns Burton. I have now to thank you for your defence of myself, as stated. You are a physician, and I presume no physician can have difficulty in detecting the drunkard at a glance. You are, moreover, a literary man, well read in morals. You will never be brought to believe that I could write what I daily write, as I write it, were I as this villain would induce those who know me not, to believe. In fine, I pledge you, before God, the solemn word of a gentleman, that I am temperate even to rigor. From the hour in which I first saw this basest of calumniators to the hour in which I retired from his office in uncontrollable disgust at MB chicanery, arrogance, ignorance and brutality, nothing stronger than water ever passed iny lips,
It is, however, due to candor that I inform you upon what foundation he has erected his slanders. At no .period of my life was I ever what men call intemperate. I never was in the habit of intoxication. I never drunk drama, &o. But, for a brief period, while I resided in Biohmond, and edited the Messenger I certainly did give way, at long intervals, to the temptation held out on all sides by the spirit of Southern conviviality. My sensitive temperament could not stand an excitementr & Brothers, 1838.
